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Deesoree Myl s juee '—=Nb Bod Spife !
We nnderstand one of our ¢itigens had a
fearful combat the other night with o e
1 ionus chsracter.  Late st night e hoard
R’ Int= at hi oo, Wi Iy ||;.~ lively ill;.l,-.'l
nution sugprested was made by s burglar’s
tonls,  ising softly from His T, sans any
other garment than that which covers just
half the person, he soiselessly approached
wind H;"-l‘u-'-! the door, determimed 1o Wit
mnto the affsctions of the intruder. The
night was dark, bat looking closely heobs-
worvind =omoething white near the ond of
the piazzn. s fancy imnedintely  pie-
tured the olject a large snuseulsr white
man, inacrovching atitude, and with the
desperato energy of the tiger our friend
sprang upon  his vietim. Striking his
!]1-.".uln deop into the ayes of the imagina-
ry burglay, i imitation of the fellow in
the l;l'-ll",‘_’;fl Soenes, the two combatants
rollisl with a heave groan from the plizan
to the gronml. | 1‘} this time consideralily
execution was done both partics, for the
bage hnd come open and nearly covored
our pugnacious friend up in meal,  Sput-
tering large quantities of erushed eorn
from hismonth, and white—not with rage,
bt with meal —it is said his semi nude
| person would have been o fine sulject for
| & paintor, nx hie ealled for n light to survey
| the Rald of his exploit.  He finally rotired
to his virtuows shoets, n wiser and less bel-
1 ligernnt, if not a better man, i
A negro had taken corn to mill for him
that duy, and returning late at night, had
1|'l"|-‘ml the lmg on the |‘Il-l.ln'-1‘ thus t“'lllﬁillg
the fearful meja)lee, Somesay Tom went
into the fizht sober, but came out corned.
- -
“] ean't #oe how you can it and eat,
while vour wife is 20 sick."” “Why, my
dear fellow, it is not that 1 love my wife
Jess, but that T love pancakes more
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The Automaton Chessg Player.
e origin of this fimure

which tor many
vears mosde such a not

in the world, s
curnous. Wollieang de Keme
peimn n gentlemun of Hongary, Aulie
to the Roval Chamber of the
douanine of the Emperorof Germany, be-
ing callidd to Vienna in the VEAT 1760 |1_\
the duties of his station, was preant at
SO experiments in magnelm by one
Polletior, n Frenchman, who lind boon
comuunded to exhibit before the Empaess
Muaria Theresa, D conversition
with hor Majesty, T I';-'EII] elin, who had
honorably distinguishod himaself in the
Bintaed that b conld
ol mecihnm the ol

=OTHneW Hal

|.|'E:- LAl T --._
onstruct & paecs m
fiects of which would be more striking,
and n doveption wmore compdate. thian any
thing s royal mstress bad litherto wit-
nessed, i minper in nuking this e
mark excited the attention of the Em-
ress, Who encouraged him to make the
effurt ; and accordingly within a  fow
months he reappeared at the Conrt of Vi
enina with the Automaton Chess-['layer.—
The fallowing 4 a deseription of the ap-
pearance of this figare, and of the man-
ner in which the games were conducted ;
U entoring the spartment where it was
exhibdted, the Auntomaton, attired in gor-
geans Uiriental costume, was soon seatod
Lestrinnd & clivss hoard which stomd U a
elicst whout three feot high, two feet wide,
und foun feet long. The Aatomnton, the
chair upon which 1t sat. and the chest,
wire Bxod togethor: and, baing PN Ck-
tors, could Jd with facility to any
part of the chamber. The exhibition be-
gan by opening certain doors contrived
i the chest, two in front and two in the
back. pulling out wt the e time a long,
<hindlow drawer gt the bottom of the cliest,
(et | .:.En:lu' 1
.I‘l'i

I oy

st of chess-mon, & cushion
I'wo  Jesser doors.
under a green cloth sereen, in the body
ul-

SOy COounters,
of the figur
opnernl,
Le 'h.- Ii oY e
thie con=truc
anel the
ivll.u_u i,

Wis

and its lower parts, wer
antd the Turkish  drmpery
| them was aised, so that
tion both of the Autotaaton
clisst appeared to be fully dis-
I this state the whole apparatus
woved around for the examination of
the S lators 5 o

el to banish all silgjnaiun
from the most skeptical mind that any
living olject was conoealod within, alight-
el taper was mtroduoed into the body of
the chest and figare, by which the interior

[ eaeh was rendered in o great measure
tran=parent, and the most seerot cormer
apparently mude visible, The same pre-
Cuulion 19 remove suspieion was ased at
the termination asat the commeoencetnent
of u game of fhesd with the Automaton.

The chost upon which the figure ap-
I-r-:l;'--rl to benn wliile llhl_\.‘ih..'. wis divided
into two unequal compartments, which
ware fillod with wheels, springs, eylinders
and other mpchinery used in clovkwork.
Ihe interior of the body  and lower parts
af the bo {\ were also 1-ri'tl]‘il'|l “\ 1""!"'-.
tubes, ete. After a sutficient time, do-
ring which a speciator might satisfy his
curiosity, the exhibitor re-vlosed the doors,
wound up the machine, pluced a cushion
under the arm of the fignre, and invited
any individual presont 1o g game of chess,
A soon as 0 champion entorod the hists,
the eyes of the Antomaton appeared to be
directed 1o the bodrd, and alter some mo-
ment= of sevming meditation it slowly
raised it= arm, moved it towads the pioee
to he I‘l:lll ad, -1l~!11-]|'i-'-f ita hand overit
foran instant, then grosped it firmly be-
twien the fingers and placed it on the des-
tinedd square, I & jacee was eaptured, the
sutne process was gone through ; and at
every move a noise as of wheels and
clockwork wise heard. The Automaton
dwavs claimed the privilege of plaving
first ut the bepinning of a gnma.  Any at-
temyt to disconcert it by a falie move
wus futile.  Upon the lesst infringement
of the customary rules of eliess; hie would
tap upon the chest, replace the offending
picce, and then procesd  to take the dus
wdvantage of moving a pioee of his own.
An aneocdote is recorded of Napoleon, who
atiempted to make false moves in o ganm
with the Antomaton, for the purpose of
gratifving his cariosity ; Lot apon o thied
repetition of the oftence, the Hgure swopt
the pieces all off' the bourd and refosed to
coutinue the game, Whenever thie Anto-
maton gave check, a sound resembling
the word “check” was heard: and it
courteously announced an attack upon its
adversary’s queen by bowing twice.

Such was the appearanee and manner
ol the chiess yntomaton as exhibited in
Vienna inuaediazely afier its invention,
and in London on the qsion of Y sec-
ond visit in 1819, Foryears the mystery
of this remarkable machine remamed im-
penetrable.  During this period iv visived
the eapitals of England, Germany, and
France ; itwas everywhere received with
euriosity, drew crowds of visitors, and ex
cited the hiveliest feelings of surprise and
admiration. On relurning to Berlin it
wae permitted the honor of plaving a
gume with the great Frederick himselt.—
D Kempelin diedd in 1304, and 1the Auto-
maton came into the Possesion of M. Mu-
elzel, who exhibitesd it for many vears with
equinl suecee=a. As it vanguished nearly
every adversary, M. Maelzel resolved in
future to give all opponents the odds ol
the pavwn sod move s and a large numberof
the games played by the Automaton were
recorded and have beon published.  Solar
ns wo nre able to nscervian, the first one who
suceeeded in pensaating this mystery was
a Mr. Willis, a gentleman conneotad with
the University at Cambridge, England,
whopublished n=mall work on the subiect,
entitled “an Attempt to Analyze the Auto-
maton Chess-Plaver,"” e shows in what

manner & human being might be conceal-
od within the machine, although it was
apparontly thrown completely open 1o
publie inspection; and his work s ae-
companicd with drawings to demonsirate
the presence of a hidden player. Mons
Mouret, one of the mo=t eminent chess-
playersof Europe, was for many years the
seeret collengue of M. Maelzel in the di-
rection of the automaton ; and he subse.
quently revealed the medis spenondi, cor-
roliorating the correciness of Mr. Willis'
conjectures, The chesspluver was hid-
den, s Mr. Willis supposedd, within the
chest, Seated upon a low stool which
moved on castors, he was enabled with
fiweility to change his position as circum-
stunces might require, During the exli-
bition of one |4|r|i-\t: of the machinery he
tonk refuge in another—sometimesin the
bordy of the Antomaton, and at others in
a portion of the chest, These changes
wore of conree in obidience to o Jrecon-
certedpreangement, and compelled that
undaoviathg regularity in the opening and
shutting of the different doors which Mr.
Willis had remarked.

Porhaps the mast intepesting and inge-
nions part of the contrivance wis the
mothod by which the hidden operator
wag made acquainted with the moves of
his opponents and enabled to repeat them
on asmnller ches=hoard of his own. He
wasseatod in his narvow ecell, immediately
under the ehess-hoard upon which the
Automiton and his antagonist made their
moves: and the reverse of this board,
winich formed the eoiling over head, was
AN exnct representation of the upper sido,
oxeept thut on the side pre=onted ta the
coneopnled |-l.1\--:' CVOTY square was num-
bered  pecording to the wsual nottion
adopted by chess-playors, and was fur-
nished by & small metlic ball, Those
sixty-four little T&H--]n or balls were sus-
ponded o short distance from the E(UAres
by silken threads: and as each of the
chiesssmen on the tahle aboye contained a
magnoet, the moment nny ane
;:-’.ll“ ll|.11.m1-'|,:}1].i-lll'\::‘lli-.i:-.: --{u-;-. Ilm.’- irdd B8 attrae-
asdhionr’ e L l.“ '||.t od from tha cor-
responding squnre below, saud fixed it to
the board, so that by the time the men
were arranged indue order for battle,
ty-two of I'I_“ #e metalic mdiea (being the
nutnler of meces) wonld vlosely at-
tached to as many Equares on the oy
the ‘"‘.'m‘-; while the remaining thirty-
two, denoting the vaeant S[uAres .
remained susponded to the
thread supporting them.

We may now suppose the 2UIme 1o com-
mens ulh|: the Automston to open it.—
Duly turning lllw handle which directs
the arm of the figure, and selting in me
tion the springs by which the
the operator sits watching the hoawd upon
the ceiling of his coll, and, upon the piece
n]l.lpnul-.\l to be played being taken up, he
BT . e ey omding e

' : < i and when this
pieeo I8 1»].3.\'-'11 to its destinml sfuare he
nl&o soes the !l:tll bulow it attracted g..'uw
board. Huving completed his own move,
and carefully repeated it on the privata
board l't"tﬂl‘i* him, ke anxiously awaits the
play of his adversary, This js communi-
cated to him by the same moesns. He
sees one ball decline and another rise,
marks down on the hoard the move thus
indicated, and the game in this manner is
carried on to its conclusion. But little
INGES romains to be oxplainu-l. T‘!uring
the progess of the game, the hiddon play-
l" woa furnished with a lighted taper to

of them

thir-
:I|'-hll~ o

above,
extent of the

fingers aot,
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assist limiin his labors, and supplied with
frosh air by means of apertures not visibla
to the spectators. The mass of clock-
work, levers, wheels, nnd eylinders, which
coemed almost 1o fill his narrow abode,
were all sham, being madegf pasteboard,
and so contrived as to collapse nnd expand
ne liis changes of position might demand.
Such are the leading fnots connected with
thie ingenious muchine, which was exhib-
ited not only throughont Europe, but in
the United States and Canada, and is re-
ported also to havo gone to South Ameri-
1t hins been stated that the machine
was ol many yoears sinee Iving na-g](«-hxl
in an old lumbar room in the 1'\!:" of New
York : and itis believed to be now in the
possession of a gentleman living in Phils-
delphin,  1ta day hans gone by, and it is
now only interesting as arelic of the past,.
- -
| From Harper's Wask'y.
Jim Franklin and the “Falling Stare."

BY A SOUTHERN LAWYER.

The meteoric shower that fell on the
thirternth of November, 1833, exhibited
A seene long to be remembered by all
who witnessod it. To the enlightened and
well informed, it was grand, awful and
stiblime ; but to the ignorant and super-
stitious, overwhelming and terrific.

Such a countless number of metears
never fell from the empyrean in soshort
0 space of time before or since, the the
ories of Humbolt and Capt. Twining to
the conteary nowithstanding.

A few woeks after this grand display of
firewarks, Tim Franklin, or “Unecle Jim,”
as he was mnost generally called, waa
eeen hobbling nhout on erutches, his lower
extremitios covered with a superabun-
dance of redd Hannel. Jim's --arf_\‘ ednon-
tional advantages had been very limited,
Hi# learning from books nnd schools was
contracted to the acquisitions of a few
maonths, by a mind not atall inclined to
study. But he had prospered in the world,
and by raising eotton in the flatwoods of
Elbort, where he lived, had accumulited a
snug fortune. He was u general favorite
in his neighborhood, and but for a slight
hubit of indulging sometimes too much
mn the “ardent,"” might be termed an un-
learned, shirewd and exemplary man.

Jim was sitting, with s number of gen-
tlemen, in the Petersburg Tnun, his feet
nicely adjusted in another chair, with his
crutches across his lap, when some one
inquired why he was working himself in
shiafte? Where-upon he expluined : “You
se we had at our bouse the other night
a small sprinkle of what we honestly
tuck to be the day of judgment!” It
turned ot we were slightly mistaken ;
but 1 sssure you, if I'm any judge of
smull matters, it was a right good counter-
feit of that great day, when they say thers
is to be a general smash up,.  Many & ona
of us, forn while, thought it was the
genewine ooin, and gz the masons would
say “conductédd ourselves accordingly.”
I took the wrong shute at the start. Now
they say, “Man proposes, and God ex-
poses,” thismay or may not be good serip-
ture; at the lutter end of my sperience I
wonld call it good sense,

1 was suddenly wakened outin a sound
sleep, not by Gabriel's horn, but a noise
mighty nigh as loud, if not hearn so fur ;
wife, children and niggers were screaming
and hollerin® “the day of judgment was
come, the stars was all fallin the world
was 4 burnin’ ap!” 1 eprang up, looked
ut the heavens—never seed such pre-
cedencies thar before! Thar being no
mountains and rocks convenient to call
on to hide me, 1 tuck a bee line with
average ingine speed, for the well, which
1 would say is ninety-two feet deepin
the clear. It's the decpest hole in the
ground I knowed anythingabont. When
I got thar | found Bob and Sam, two of
my mnigger bove, on aquandary which of
the two ¢lements to chuse.  Boh, a bright
molatta, was for water; Sam, an onmixed
African was for turning Sallvmandy, and
facin' the music. Savs, I, *Boys clear the
track and take hold of that windless and
let e down into the bowels of the vearth,
ii= so0n a5 the natur of the case will admit
of ; the ourside is getting -unwholsoma
sure? Then without huat, cont, vest,
pants, stockings or shoes, 1 got in the
bucket and started ; they hadn't turned
the windless teice roand when 1 hollered
to "em to slip the britchin and let me slide,
No =ooner said than done, when 1 whirled,
curslash, migh onto three foot in the
witer. No mon could have made the
trip sooner, 'ceptin’ he bad fallen in, and
he'd n had to tuck p farstart at that.

Abont the time the water setiled round
me, and 1 was kiverad all bat my head, 1
felt fire-proof, and calkerlated they'd have
to burn low to get me! Now they say s
mon inadeep well, in day time can see
star«. | allow them is fixed stars. The
ones I saw from that well that night was
travellors, cortuin ! Besides, if there was
any fixed stars that night 1 never seed
‘em. Some =aid they watched the mom-
ing star, and as long as that stuck they
had hope.

I mude the boys draw me up several
times to see how things werecoming on ;
but when one of them big blazing meturs
would dart towards me, 1 would whurl
down to flie length of my cable. 1 soon
found 1 had gone bevant what was com-
tortable; 1 got tired of pluyving bull frog,
and felt like taking the fire, no matter in
what quantity or whar from ! 1711 jest say
right here, if any man should have hydro-
foby agin fire and put himself through
my ‘-nrfnrm:um-u in that well, an nin't
vared, his disease istwo deep for hydro-
pathy. 1 put on dry clothes tuck & stew
of whiskey and red pepper, but tao Inte—
the rumatics had me! Sa in bracing agin
fire T got busted on water.

I wan't the only man exeited on that
occasion by a long jump. My neighbor,
Sam Stewart, cnm over next morning, and
axed me how we stood the racket? He
looked solomn as a preacher; said his
dwelling had never before been a house
of praver, but if they din’t make up for
lost time he was no judge o' “ligious exer
cises,  He gaid he and his crowd prayed
nigh onto four hours; they heard tho
clock strike three times while they were
on their knees, He said, the fact was
they exhausted the argument, and he got
up, and hadn't another word to say if the
day of judgment had com. And I'm
thinking I'd eum out better if I'd velied
on faith and prayer instead of sich work
as 1 did,”

In this opinion the company eoncurred,
and laughed long and loud at his narra-
tive. When the noize of their mirth had
coased, some one remarked to Jim if he
had been as smart and philosophical asone
of his ancestors, Benjamin Franklin, he
would not have been at all alarmed and
conld have explained it. “1 have heamn
of him before,” said Jim: “*he war the
fellow could go out, when dangersome
clouds were surging by, pull lightning out
‘em, sumple it, bless yon ! and the
keonest home, and put it "way in bo'tles
to speriment with. Bui he done this in
the \rrna(l day time, whon he were wide
swike, which aman should be when he
handles that article. But wake him up
st miduight outin a doep sleep, make the
racket around him which were turned
loase about me, and lot him seo the stars
o falling. I he will <ot to siphering out
causes, and forget consequences, he is not
kinio me, Now thereis Franklin Solo-
mon, and the other apostles the Scripturs
speak of were smart in their day ; but they
would benowhar with our people and the
fixins? | wasin Augmlal'nlher d.a_v. and
seed a railrond engine and train come
dashing in. Suppose old man Solomon
had seen the like of that come smorting,
tearing, thundering by him what do you
think would be his performances ¥ e
wiy he'd run into his timple snd slam the
door, lay low, and say nothing would *”. &
.-;uninn-ln his‘?]g fumil.“- Now P““.‘khn'
he mout give it thunder, ag h." dealtin the
article ; but Solomon, not having the whar-
with, would make himself soase. The
old gentleman never thought of such
things, Now John, on Patterson’s Ialand
droamed sich orsomething like unto them.
If =olomon’s dreams had tm‘_k that di-
rection, it wonld have turned his proverbs
into rovelations and might have confused
the Seriptures,”  Some gentleman asked
Jim where Pattersom’s Island was? “It's
none of my look out. 1 kaleulate it's &
fine pluce for dreamin ; whether -
cotton, 1 don't know, but 1 woul advise
its owners to keep it hid out, I@‘_““ A?'
glo Saxon spocie mout take a liking t01t,
and claim it, in working up to their clear
and manifest destiny.

Htl-ro a voico from 'ithf“;::nw
Jim his buggy was ready; when, 8
nid of hiss<hafts, he worked himself out of
the room, amid the hearty cheers and
farewell of his friends,

“You look,” said an Irishman to a pale,
haggard smoker,” 88 if you had got out
cigar, and

of wour

ave to light your
could I:otir

nd your way back

agmin.”




